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IN MEMORIAM
Jacob ‘Jake’ Barnes, who died aged 21 last April after a two-year fight against a virulent form of leukaemia, was a very gifted pianist. Born in Canterbury, he was a scholar at St Edmund’s School in Canterbury and after his A levels was awarded places, all with scholarships, to four major music colleges. He chose to attend the Royal Academy of Music. His name will be remembered by the Jacob Barnes Scholarship, which will be presented annually at the Royal Academy of Music to a young chamber ensemble. This is a fitting tribute for at least two reasons: to celebrate Jacob’s courage when faced with his debilitating illness and to nurture under his name Jacob’s unique ability to unlock the creativity of others through music making. 

It was towards the end of his first year at the Royal Academy that Jake visited his GP complaining of chest pains. What appeared to be a minor infection was quickly diagnosed as leukaemia and he was soon fighting for his life in the Royal Marsden. A year of gruelling treatment followed, before brother Ben was found to be a perfect genetic match and donated his stem cells for a transplant. Although this did not save Jake’s life, it prolonged it. Two days before Christmas last year Jake and his family were told his illness was terminal.

He embarked on a series of seven concerts in his last four months, often playing with his many friends and raising £15,000 towards a new teenage cancer unit at the Royal Marsden which he had a small part designing. He also won two major prizes in this time in the space of two weeks, including one for piano chamber music with his trio.

On April 26, just nine days after giving a concert at Canterbury’s St Peter’s Methodist Church, Jacob passed away at Royal Marsden Hospital.
I too am a music scholar at St Edmund’s School and was privileged to know Jacob for five years. I was eleven when he was in his last year and he accompanied me on the piano whilst playing Czardas on the violin to a hall full of parents and pupils. He was extremely encouraging and reassuring. After that I followed news about his successes and saw him play. I feel so fortunate to have turned the pages for two of the concerts he gave towards the end of his life and it looked as if there was still hope and Jacob was winning. One, last December at St Edmund’s School to a packed hall with people coming to see him from all corners of Kent and beyond and the second one in February in the Cathedral Crypt, was sadly only two months before his untimely end. Jacob’s sense of fun and sheer musicianship were still present, despite his frail appearance (the treatment also left him with numbness in his left hand and affected his hearing).
It was after that concert that I decided to organise a charity concert to join in Jacob’s noble quest to raise money for the hospital. I wanted to help towards his £25000 target.
The concert in his memory is to be performed on Sunday 16th October 2011 at 4pm at Blean Church and it will be a celebration of music making, which was Jacob’s greatest love. Spencer Payne, Head of Academic Music at St Edmund’s School, who played many duets with Jacob over the years, will join forces with another music scholar from St Edmund’s, a music graduate from Canterbury Christ Church (former King’s pupil) and my former violin teacher, who is the organising force behind it all.

It would be lovely to see you all come along to enjoy an afternoon of music from Telemann and Handel to Beethoven and Elgar, plus many more.
Next February we will perform in aid of the Blean Church roof (date tba).
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